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• UEVP (Practitioners) 
• UEVH (Hygienists – Public Health Officers) 
• EASVO (Veterinary State Officers) 
• EVERI (Education, Research, Industry) 

 47 national associations  

 39 European countries 

 4 Sections  
  

  

FEDERATION OF VETERINARIANS OF EUROPE 

Mission 
 

 to enhance animal health, animal welfare, public 
health and protect the environment by promoting 
the veterinary profession 
 

 together with its members, FVE supports veterinarians 
in delivering their professional responsibilities to 
the best possible standards and ensures that veterinary 
expertise is recognized and valued by society 
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Food Safety & Sustainability 

1. Maurizio Ferri  
2. Alvaro Mateos 
3. John Matthews 
4. Marek Kubica 
5. Ole Alvseike 
6. Cornelia Rossi-Broy  
7. Fran Proscia (Secretariat) 
 
Simon Doherty  

 

 Veterinarians in circular economy, “Farm-
to-Fork” strategy & in Green Deal 
 

 Campaigning & promoting role of 
veterinarians in protecting public health 
 

 Liaising with stakeholders  
 

 EFSA Stakeholders Discussion group on 
Emergent Risk 
 

 EFSCM   

 
 



The preamble   
 

 EU Farm to Fork Strategy  

• food sustainability and the importance of 
animal health and welfare is detailed in 
the European Union’s F2F strategy, part of 
the European Green Deal.  

• food security 

• food lost and waste (reducing) 

• food fraud  

• reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 

• preservation of biodiversity 
 

 EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 

 protect nature and revers the degradation of 

ecosystems 

 



Terminology  
 

 Food systems 

• all actors & interactions along the food value chain + 
relevant policy 

• FS are transnational and failures are systemic   
 

 Food chain 

• transferring food energy from the producers, through a 
series of organisms (herbivores to carnivores to 
decomposers) 

 

 Sustainibility 

• sustainable farming and agriculture means that they are 

undertaken in a way that meets the present needs 

without compromising the ability to meet the future 

ones 

 



The EU framework initiative on sustainable food systems 
 

 horizontal EU legislative framework 
for sustainable food systems (FSFS)  

 

 accelerate and facilitate the transition  

 

 make the transition to sustainable 
food systems easier 

 

 promotion of policy coherence at EU 
level and national level  

 

 

 

 

 



 One health and sustainability 

 One veterinary community 

 Being recognised & influential 

 Veterinary demography & rewarding 

careers 

 Embracing technology 

The FVE Strategy   
 



The changes  
 



The veterinary role in promoting and implementing 
sustainability and biodiversity  

 Vet are aware of the most pressing anthropocenic 

issues: climate change, reduced biodiversity, 

sustainability, food safety, antimicrobial 

resistance 

 veterinary profession has the necessary tools to 

drive changes in agriculture and animal 

production, increase their efficiency with less 

environmental impact.  

 vets are strategically positioned at the animal-

human-environment interface and can provide a 

wide range of sustainability services to society 

 



The veterinary key sustainability services   

 improving animal welfare and animal health 

• reduce food chain waste associated with 

livestock disease 

• reduce carbon footprint (modify enteric 

fermentation)  
 

 supporting protection (health and welfare) of 

wildlife species their habitats and biodiversity 

 

 reducing the public health risk of antimicrobial 

resistance through a responsible use of medicine 



 

 

•Improved 
productivity 

•Herd health 

management & 
planning 

•  
•FCI & Inspection 
results analysis 

 

•Analysis of 
production data 

•Improved 
animal health & 

welfare   

•Better housing, 
feeding & nutrition 

• On farm 
enhanced living 

conditions 

•Better prevention 
& early detection 

of diseases 

•Economical & 
societal 

responsibilities 

•Sustainable 

practices 
•Mitigation of AMR  

•Mitigation of GHGs 
emissions 

•Better Carbon 
sequestration/ 

removal  

The veterinary key sustainability services   



FVE sustainability campaign 



FVE sustainability campaign 



FVE sustainability campaign 



Way forward  

 Ensure a WISE  shift towards digital animal agriculture  

 Improve the ‘One Health’ perspective 

 Keeping the livestock sector efficient, diseases free, welfare friendly and 

trusted by consumers 

 Continue to make responsible use of antibiotics 

 Reduce the climate footprint of farming  

 Increase organic production (by 25%).  

 

 



Take home message 

 key emerging threat of the planet (e.g. climate change) is not more 

solely viewed with an anthropocentric perspectives but with an impact 

on non-human species under the guard of the vet profession 
 

 the animal farming has environmental, animal welfare, human and 

animal health consequences  
 

 even if the veterinary profession could be considered a part of the 

problem, is also the solution, particularly in advising farmers and 

prescribing good farming practices in line with the sustainability 

objectives. 
 

 the vet profession is re-defining its roles in society for a 

sustainable future and fall under the scope of the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG) framework (e.g. animal welfare).  



www.fve.org 

THANK YOU! 

www.fve.org 



CONTACT US 

Tel.: +32 2 533 70 20 

E-mail: francesco@fve.org 

Website: https://fve.org/ 

 

WHERE WE ARE 

Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) 

Victor Oudart 7 1030 Brussels 


